
Questions?  

Call your 

Township 

If you have questions about West Nile  

Virus, give your Township a call at the  

numbers below: 

 

Brandon Township:  248-627-4918 

Groveland Township: 248-634-4152 

Rose Township: 248-634-8701 

Springfield Township: 248-846-6510 

 

You can also call Oakland County 
Health Division’s Information  
Hotline at 1-877-377-3641, or check out 

their web site at www.co.oakland.mi.us/
health. 
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Don’t Let  

West Nile 

Virus Bug You! 

Brandon, Groveland, 

Rose & Springfield 

Townships 

 

Protect 

Yourself and 

Your 

Community 



West Nile Virus 

Fall/Winter 

West Nile Virus has quickly spread 
across the United States since it  
surfaced five years ago. The wet spring 
we had this year has provided ample  
breeding grounds for mosquitoes. In 
2003, there were two confirmed cases 
and one possible death associated with 
West Nile Virus in Oakland County, 
compared to 219 confirmed cases and 
20 deaths in the summer of 2002. 
 

What is your community  

doing about West Nile Virus? 

Oakland County and your Township 
have been very active in trying to control 
the Culex mosquito population, the 
principal transmitter of the virus.  

Brandon Township has started a 
program to repair screens for senior 
citizens to prevent mosquitoes from 
entering their homes. 

Rose and Groveland townships have 
held tire collection programs to remove 
one of the sources of standing water, 
which is an ideal place for mosquito 
breeding.  

 

 

 

Quick Fact: 
Wetlands are not prime 

breeding habitat for the Culex 

mosquito, the type that is the 

prime transmitter of WNV.  

And because wetlands are 

home to a host of mosquito-

eating creatures, the Culex 

may not be as prevalent in 

wetlands as in your backyard! 

While Groveland will still collect tires through 
September, Rose Township’s next tire 
collection is scheduled for September 25. 
Residents of Rose and Groveland townships 
should contact their municipal offices for 
further details. 

Springfield Township is applying B.t.i. 
larvicide in catch basins to control breeding 
grounds and target mosquitoes before they 
become adults. B.t.i. contains a bacteria that 
affects mosquitoes but remains non-toxic to 
humans, birds, pets, fish, and desirable 
insects. 

  

What should you do about West 

Nile Virus? 

1.  Keep protecting yourself into Fall. 

 Continue to wear long sleeves and 
pants when outdoors at dawn or dusk 
or in areas where 
mosquitoes are active. 

 Use insect repellent 
containing deet. Always 
use according to 
directions. 

2.  Continue to reduce sources of standing 
water around your home.  

 At least once a week, 
dump or change 
standing water from 
flowerpots, clogged 
rain gutters, buckets, 
toys, bird baths, and 
puddles. 

What happens to the 

mosquitoes when Fall and 

Winter sets in? 

The primary mosquito species 
responsible for transmission of West 
Nile Virus to humans and birds is the 
Culex pipiens, or northern house 
mosquito. The adult mosquitoes, 
including mated females, hibernate in 
protected cool locations, such as cellars, 
sewers, crawl spaces, and well pits.  

Warm weather brings them out, usually 
by mid-May, as they search for a meal 
and water on which to lay their eggs. 
Larvae are found in waters with high 
organic content 
such as catch 
basins and 
roadside ditches 
and polluted pools 
of sewage. Culex 
pipiens breed 
throughout the 
summer, peaking in 
mid-summer and 
gradually declining 
until the first frost.  


